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obedience to the letter and spirit of the scripture, conduct
would be on a high level. There is no consecrated impurity,
no religious sanction of murder, no casuistic defence of lying
in these sacred books, even though we cannot honestly repel
the charge of triviality, foolishness, and lack of proportion.

On the positive side we must not overlook the strong
insistence upon charity. It is limited to the faithful : to
minister to a follower of the demons was evidently regarded
as equivalent to approval of his wickedness. But every act of
almsgiving to the followers of Asha made fairer the Self that
was preparing to meet the faithful soul and escort him to
heaven. The Yazad Rata is specially charged with this
department of righteousness, and she is an associate of the
great Ameshaspand Aramaiti, Devotion or Piety. The fifth
day of the month belongs to

the good holy Aramaiti, the good, far-seeing Mazdah-made righteous
Rata.    (Sirosak i5.)

And in a prayer for prosperity of all kinds to come on the
worshipper's house, we read :

In this house Obedience \anquish
Disobedience, Peace smite Unpeace,
Bounty vanquish niggard temper,
Piety impious rebellion,
Word true-spoken word false-spoken,
Asha smite the Druj for ever.    (Yt. 6o5.)

It is a comprehensive benediction: he who offers it has only
to live up to it, and he will live thereby !

One other subject claims our attention before we pass out
of the Avesta and examine the religion as it is to-day.    We
have depicted the historical Zarathushtra and traced his beliefs
and teachings.   What about the Prophet in the Later Avesta ?
Dr Dhalla summarizes the development succinctly/    'Zoro-
aster is a historical personage in the Gathas.    In the Later
Avesta he is surrounded by an aureole, and becomes super-
1 Zor. TheoL, p. 195.
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